
  
 

Safety Awareness and Fire Education - Gloucestershire  
Activity Notes- Messing with matches -  The story of Alex and Jack  

 
 

Class  Years 3 and 4  
  

Topic:   Messing with Matches   
  

Activity:   1 – Alex and Jack’s story  
  

Over view of 
activity  

Reading the ‘Choose your own’ story’.   

  

Page number  Notes  
  

Title page  On the PowerPoint, use the green arrows to read the story. The House symbol 
on the happy or unhappy ending pages will take you back to the start.   
  
If using the paper copies, the page numbers are in the top right corner.  
  
You can either read the story, looking at the different options and discuss the 
issues or read the story and then go back to discuss the points raised.  

1  Alex has found a lighter in his mum’s bag. Should he take it or leave it 
there?  
If you see matches or lighters lying around, leave them where they are and tell 
a grown-up.  
This is very important if you have younger brothers or sisters in your home as 
they do not understand the dangers and could get hurt with.  
If there are matches or lighters lying around your home, tell the adults that it is 
safer to keep them out of reach.  

2  Alex and Jack play football together, they are safe from harm.  
As Alex did not touch the lighter he can’t be hurt by it.  

3  Alex and Jack play football together. After a while Alex gets bored.  
4  Alex remembers the lighter in his pocket.  

Maybe this will be fun to play with?  
5  Alex shows Jack the lighter.  

How does Jack feel when he first sees the lighter?   
6  Jack is concerned that it is dangerous.  

He tells Alex that someone could get hurt.  
Alex hasn’t thought about this before. He can either listen to what Jack is 
telling him or not.  

7  Alex thinks about what Jack has said.  
Sometimes it is easy to get caught up in the excitement of a new idea. Jack 
has made Alex realise that someone could get hurt.  
This could be:  
  Alex  
  Jack  
  other people on the playing field  
  the firefighters who will come to put the fire out  
  people in the houses near by.  
 
Fires can spread very quickly.  



8  Alex puts the lighter back in his pocket.  
He will take it home and give it to his mum.  
Mum may be upset with Alex to start with but she will be very pleased that he 
did not light a fire and did not get hurt.  

9  Alex and Jack play football again.  
Everyone is safe.  

10  Alex tries to make Jack play with the lighter.  
Alex bullies Jack into playing with the lighter.   

11  Jack agrees to play with the lighter.  
Alex has persuaded Jack to play with the lighter.   
They think that it will be fun and no one will get hurt.   

12  Alex and Jack light the newspaper.  
The newspaper is under the hedge with dead, dry leaves that will easily catch 
on fire. The fire could spread very quickly, putting Alex, Jack and anyone else 
near-by in danger.  
The fire could spread to the houses near-by, putting the people who live there 
in danger.  
The firefighters who will come to put the fire out will also be in danger.  

13  Alex sets the newspaper on fire by himself.  
Jack is very brave and doesn’t let Alex bully him into playing with the lighter.  
He can either just walk away, or he could make an excuse about needing to go 
home now.  

14  Jack sees his dad. Does he tell his dad about Alex?  
15  Jack tells his dad about Alex.  

Jack’s dad tells Alex about Alex playing with the lighter. He doesn’t want to get 
his friend in trouble but he doesn’t want anyone to get hurt.  
Jack’s dad goes to stop Alex.  
Alex may get into trouble with his mum and Jack’s dad, but they will also be 
relieved that he didn’t get hurt.   

16  Jack doesn’t tell his dad.  
Jack is worried about telling tales on Alex and doesn’t tell his dad.  
Alex could get badly hurt and no one knows what he is doing or where he is.  

17  A happy ending!  
18  An unhappy ending.  
  

Issues 
arising from 
this topic.  

Any ‘glorifying’ of the firesetting by the children must not be ignored playing 
with matches and lighters is very dangerous and every year children are killed 
and injured.  
No matter how in control you may feel you are not.  
If you have any concerns with this topic please contact the Children & Young 
People Manager: dave.norman@glosfire.gov.uk 
   
Please be Aware that GFRS run a Firesetters Intervention Scheme, working 
on an individual basis with children involved in firesetting. For more details 
please contact the scheme administrator: shirley.jones@glosfire.gov.uk 
  

 
 
 
  
  


